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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
Miami Division

IN RE:
TAKATA AIRBAG PRODUCTS MDL No. 2599
LIABILITY LITIGATION Master File No. [5-MD-2599-MORENO

14-24009-CV-MORENO

15-20664-CV-MORENO
THIS DOCUMENT RELATES TO
ALL CASES

I,- declare as follows:

1. I'am employed by Honda R&D Co., Ltd. (“HGT”) as Assistant Chief Engineer in
the HRD facility in Tochigi Prefecture, Japan. | have personal knowledge of the facts stated in
this Declaration and | am competent to testify to them.

2. From 1998 until late 1999, I worked in airbag module development for driver and
passenger airbag modules containing dual stage airbag inflators. From 1997 until 1999, I was
assigned to a group that worked on PSDI inflator development. In 2000, 1 began research
primarily related to side curtain airbag (“SCAB”) modules. In approximately 2011, I began
research related to the aging specifications for airbag modules. This project, which continues
today, was internally designated as the “FDNX” project (later the name was changed and
currently it is called “FE3W”). Specifically, I am working on ways to reduce the time required
for aging conditioning testing of the plastics and resins of the airbag module while maintaining
or increasing the accuracy of the testing.

3. As part of my responsibilities in airbag module development, I conducted a test of

a Takata prototype PSD1 aitbag module assembly that occurred at HGT on October 16, 1999.



4. During that test, the prototype inflator within the prototype airbag module
assembly ruptured.

5. At Honda’s request, Takata initiated a root cause investigation into the cause of
this failure. Takata submitted a report to Honda entitled “Causes of the Burst Problem of P-SDI
(ASL Prototype) and Countermeasures,” Control No. AJ00893, dated October 25, 1999. In this
report, Takata identified the root cause of this failure as a welding deficiency that occgrred
during manufacturing and detailed the basis for the determination. At the time of the report, I did
not believe that Takata adequately investigated the cause and expressed my uncertainty to others
on the team. At that time, [ did not know the composition of the propellant used in the inflator
within the prototype airbag module assembly.

6. In July 2009, I first heard through a Honda associate that ruptures of PSDI
inflators were occurring in the United States in Hc;nda vehicles. I also learned at that time that
these inflators contained ammonium nitrate-based propellant. I began researching ammonium
nitrate and concluded that, based on my research, the ruptures I had witnessed in October 1999
had the same root cause as the ruptures occurring in the field.

7. On July 18, 2013, -and I exchanged emails entitled “Fw: Meeting
Request (8/5) — [TW,” which I understand was produced as HON_TAK_INFL_00344941. In the
email, I wrote that | knew the truth about the development behind Takata’s inflator recalls. This
is a reference to the October 16, 1999, prototype rupture. At the time | wrote my July 18, 2013,
email to - I believed that the root cause of the October 16, 1999, rupture related to
the root cause of the Takata inflator recalls, and that the October 16, 1999, rupture was predictive
of later field ruptures of Takata inflators. However, I now have an understanding of the root

cause of the field events as determined by the National Highway Traftic Safety Administration,



Takata, Honda, and the other OEMs. Based on their findings, I now understand that | was
incorrect and the root cause of the field events is not related to the root cause of the October
1999 prototype rupture. The field events result from degradation of the propellant over a period
of years due to exposure to moisture and repeated thermal cycling of the moist propellant.
Neither the propellant nor the inflator at issue in the October 16, 1999, rupture had experienced
any environmental aging, and so the events cannot be related. Based on the information currently
available, I now believe that the October 16, 1999, rupture is not related to the root cause of the
Takata inflator recalls.

8. I also wrote in the July 18, 2013 email, that in the next four years, I would have
written an SAE paper on aging, disseminated it throughout the world, and changed the aging
specifications of all companies.

9. My reference in my email to _ to an “SAE paper on aging” refers to
aging specifications for the airbag module assembly, specifically the work that I was doing on
the FDNX project. The language in the email does not refer or relate to aging specifications
related to the airbag inflator or propellant. I have never done any work or research related to
airbag inflator or propellant aging specifications.

10.  Tunderstand that plaintiffs in the U.S. litigation related to the Takata inflator

recalls have requested my deposition. 1do not consent to give a deposition.

Executed on: June _1_, 2017 By:

»d
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CERTIFICATE

This is to certify that the annexed Notarial Certificate has been executed by Notary, duly

authorized and practising in Tochigi, Japan, and that the Official Seal appearing on the same is

genuine.

Date June ] ; 2017,
Tomeoko Sakaino
Director of the Utsunomiya District Legal Affairs Bureau



Registered No. 8

CERTIFICATE

This is to certify that _, residing at-

before me, in accordance with the legal procedure, that the
statement in the atached document is truthful, and he signed

the attached document in my very presence on this 1st day of

June 2017.
U;{Ui’ ' _’l [ DE F;fw\.\
e /@GAL A\éF/:\RQ BUREAU\
Notary /a/%dﬁ%(/(/ A ( NOT ,&1 P Y )

\{7-18 ODORI 1 4-CHOME

\ UTSUNOMIY A-SHI
TOCHIGHKEN JAPAN_ d
K —

TAKAAKI SATO

Utsunomiya-Daidoseimei Bldg. 7fl, 1-18,
Odori 4 chome Utsunomiya-shi, Tochigi-ken,
Japan

Utsunomiya District Legal Affairs Bureau
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